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FISH AND FISHERIES PROTECTION 

908. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries: 
My question relates to the need to establish representative and comprehensive protection of fish and fisheries in 
Western Australia.   

(1) What area is currently completely protected under fisheries legislation from any extractive activity?  
This could include no-take zones within fish and fish habitat protection areas, closures etc. 

(2) What portion of state waters does the answer to question (1) represent? 

(3) Of these, what area is considered to be permanently rather than temporarily protected from extractive 
activity? 

(4) What portion of state waters does the answer to question (3) represent? 

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) There are a number of mechanisms under the provisions of the Fish Resources Management Act 1994 
to close or restrict fishing.  These include general fisheries - specific closures by regulation or order - 
and fish habitat protection areas.  It is also important to note that all sanctuary zones within marine 
conservation reserves are given effect by order under this Act.   

These closures, in aggregate, result in most coastal waters of the State being subject to one or more 
layers of fishery-specific closures to control the exploitation of specific fish stocks or to control access 
to areas of significance to individual stocks. 

(2) In the time frame given to answer the question, it has not been possible to provide information on the 
exact portion of state waters currently protected for any extractive fishing activity.  However, the 
Department of Fisheries will progress this matter and inform the member of the outcome when the 
information becomes available. 

(3)-(4) As indicated in (2) above, this information is unavailable at this time.  However, I can indicate that if 
the question relates to total prohibition of fishing, a number of areas are protected by total prohibition 
under fish habitat protection areas.  These include areas within the Abrolhos Islands and also the 
Lancelin Island lagoon fish habitat protection area.   

 


